
A few years ago, if you called yourself a 'natural beauty' it was assumed you wore little 
else on your face but a smile. These days, the term is coming to mean a whole lot more 

than earthy, muted tones. Green is glamorous... BY AMY STARR 

nless you've been living under an impermeable rock, 

you'll have noticed green choices creeping into every 

aspect of your life recently - a ten cent charge for 

a plastic bag here, a pot of organic tea there - and 

what you put on your face is no exception. But far from being 

the crunchy green cosmetics of old, the new green make-up 

uses technology to create choices which can compete with (and 

even win over) the traditional versions. "Women are increasingly 

buying their make-up based on ingredients rather than just 
glamour," says Miranda Bond, who co-founded Australian-born 

Inika Mineral Cosmet·cs. We're also basing our choices not only 

on what's in the compact, but the compact itself. The brand 

new Organic Wear range from Physicians i=ormula doesn't just 

contain certified organic ingredients; the packaging itself is 

designed to have the minimum ecological impact possible and 
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contains 93 per cent less plastic than a regular plastic compact. 

Meanwhile, Cargo's soon-to-be released Plant Love range is 

designed to be what they call eco-responsible. The ingredients 

used in the products are natural and organic, but the genius lies 

in the completely biodegradable packaging, which looks and 

feels surpnsingly sturdy. Almay's new Pure Blends cosmetics 

range has also committed to the environment-Its use of recycled 

paper and minimal packaging equates to 2172 trees, 322 cubic 

metres of landfill and 3477 kilos of air pollution avoided for every 
100,000 products sold worldwide. Not a bad day at the office. 

The brand also lists the exact percentage of natural ingredients 

in each product on the label. So it's easier than ever to shop with 

a conscience. While on your own search for natural beauty buys, 

Bond says the philosophy is simple: "The smaller the ingredients 

list, the better" It looks as if less really is more. 






