


 

 
Sustainable Cosmetics 
Dhav Naidu 29/05/09 
 
You eat organically and sustainably, you clean your home using vinegar, baking powder and 
lemon juice, you indulge in organic lotions and potions for your skin, hair and body but what 
about your makeup – yes your colour cosmetics! 
 
In the past it has been impossible to ‘go green’ with colour cosmetics because of the lack of 
technology, formulas and pigments. But now sustainable cosmetics are all the rage. 
 
The questions I have been asked on countless occasions are - do they come up trumps in 
the colour stakes, do they last and function as well as their wider more traditionally produced 
counterparts. My answers these days are a resounding yes, yes and yes especially these 
brands below. 
 
The following brands are first and foremost makeup brands that just happen to be 
environmentally sustainable. 
 
Inika www.inika.com.au  1300 146 452 

• Inika means ‘small earth’ in Hindi reflecting the brand’s commitments to the 
environment. The brand was created in 2006 by Miranda Bond and Jenni Williams. It 
is 100% natural, Australian produced from quality minerals sourced from the rocks that 
form our land.  

• Inika products are completely free from harsh chemicals, fillers, talc, bismuth 
oxychloride (used in cosmetics to give it a pearlescent effect,) GM ingredients, 
parabens, preservatives, mineral oils and fragrances. It is also the only brand it the 
world to be 100% certified vegan, Halal and cruelty free.  

• Moreover all the brand’s boxes, paper stock and printed promotional material are 
recycled or from sustainable forestry. It also supports and contributes monetarily to off 
set its carbon emissions and to renewable energy research.  

• If this brands packs any more benefits or certification it will explode. I found its 
complexion products excellent with a wide range of colours to suit most skin tones. It 
has an amazing array of eyeshadow colours and its pure vegan lipsticks are a dream 
to use. It also has vegan makeup brushes. 

 
Nvey Eco, www.nveymakeup.com, 03 9654 2037 

• If any eco brand can take on the big beauty boys this is the brand.  Nvey Eco 
(pronounced na-vay) has already made considerable inroads in the international 
market. It is stocked in all the best makeup stores internationally including Sephora 
and Macys in USA. It’s also appeared twice in Vanity Fair as the eco brand everyone 
should embrace, as well as countless international big name glossies from Vogue to 
Harpers Bazaar and has earned a plethora of celebrity endorsements.  

• Fully certified organic by Organic Food Chain (OFC), Australian made and owned, 
Cruelty Free and not tested on animals this brand is all about colour cosmetics from 
seasonal launches to hard working pigments,. My favorites have to be the No 6 Eye 
Shadow palette one of the best combination of colours in any palette, the Organic 
Erase concealers, Organic Crème Deluxe Foundation and Organic Compact Bronzer 
in Oasis. The Organic Moisturising Fluid Foundation is one of lightest hydrating 
foundations on the market. 

 



Physicians Formula Organic Wear, 02 8709 8800, Priceline, K-mart and leading 
pharmacies 

• In 1937 Dr Frank Crandall created a unique line of cosmetics to placate his wife’s 
sensitive skin. Seventy years on the brand launched Organic Wear. This range is the 
first ever ECOCERT certified organic line of makeup (ECOCERT is a French organic 
certification organization that inspects about 70% of the organic food industry in 
France and about 30% worldwide. It is also the only organic certification with 
guidelines for colour cosmetics).  

• The range is made from 100% natural origin, and is totally free of harsh chemicals, 
GMO (genetically modified organisms), synthetic preservatives, parabens and 
synthetic fragrances. It is also cruelty free and packed in patent pending Eco 
Conscious packaging. 

• I am in love with practically everything this range has to offer. There may be limited 
range and colours but boy they are delectable! It has good and clear ingredients listing 
and information of what is used. If only other larger corporations would follow suit. 
Look out for the stunning Organic Wear mascara to be launched later this year. 

 
Ere Perez, www.ereperez.com, 02 9130 3582 

• This brand is silently taking over the makeup world; a quick visit to its website shows 
you the countless magazine acknowledgements and celebrity endorsements. There is 
much to love about this wholly Australian brand. It is created by Ere Perez, a Mexican-
born Australian, whose family has been using and developing natural therapies, 
organic products and herbal remedies for generations.  

• She created this simple collection that’s fast, easy to apply and uses the lightest of 
natural colour pigments. The products are also cruelty free, carry clearly listed 
ingredients (certain products are wholly vegan,) free from parabens, mineral oils, 
paraffin, isopropyl myristate (used in cosmetic and topical medicinal preparations 
where good absorption through the skin is desired,)  and propylene glycol (usually 
used as a moisturiser in cosmetics, a known skin irritant) and loaded with vitamins and 
organic oils. Moreover the brand supports Mission Mexico – a children’s refuge  

• Although I love just about everything in this range I must highlight 3 products that take 
my breadth away – The Natural Almond Oil Mascara (wow, wow, wow!) The Natural 
Tinted Rice Powder and the sumptuous Lip Bars, which are completely vegan, are 
made with rosehip oil and have SPF 15. All the brushes are made from fallen hair not 
shorn.  

 
 
Almay Pure Blends, www.almaypureblends.com.au, 1800 025 488, Priceline and 
selected pharmacies  

• Yes you read right – Almay Pure Blends is a  line of colour cosmetics that are made 
from 95.8% to 98.2% natural ingredients including an exclusive fruit and flower 
extracts, and are free of talc and parabens and are neatly housed in eco friendly 
packaging made from 44% recycled materials on average.  

• This staple pharmacy brand has come up with some of the most tantalizing colours to 
suit just about anyone. Still hypoallergenic and dermatologist / ophthalmologist tested. 
The makeup textures and colours are just divine. My advice is to stock up on the 
blushes, eyeshadows and loose powders. 

 
 
Eco Tools, www.parispresents.com/EcoTools_s/36.htm, 02 9526 0777, Priceline, Price 
Attack  

• Ditch all your natural hair brushes for these revolutionary eco friendly makeup 
brushes. Eco Tools is the bomb, economical (nothing over $16.95 for individual 



brushes and the complete set is $27.95), luxuriously soft made from synthetic taklon. 
The ferrule is made from recycled aluminum cans reducing waste in landfills.  

• The handle is made from bamboo which is a renewable resource that can grow up to 
a metre each day. Bamboo is a vital non-timber, non-petroleum resource with strength 
and durability comparable to steel. All the packaging is reusable and printed with a 
plant-based ink. The Brush Roll is made from hemp and cotton.  

• The brushes are well balanced, suited equally for professional and everyday use and 
to top everything off the company has joined the  1% for the Planet organisation - an 
alliance of businesses that donate at least 1% of their annual revenues to 
environmental organizations worldwide (www.onepercentfortheplanet.com). Buying 
this range is certainly a win-win situation!  

 
Miessence Cosmetics, www.mionegroup.com , 07 5539 2011 

• After creating Miessence, the world's first certified organic skin and body care range, it 
was a natural progression for this company to venture into cosmetics.  Just like their 
skin and body care they decided to replace toxic ingredients  with a pure alternative. 
The company was awarded an Australian government grant to develop the world's 
first organic cosmetic range in 2002 

• These natural cosmetics are made with certified organic ingredients and natural 
ingredients. They are Biological Farmers of Australia (BFA) registered which means 
the products are not wholly certified organic but use substantial amount of certified 
organic ingredients. My picks would have to be the mineral blush powder, shimmer 
and lip crèmes  


